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Philanthropy, a Path to Empowerment for Women?

Guest speakers

Kathleen D. McCarthy

Kathleen D. McCarthy is Professor of History and founding director of the Center
on Philanthropy and Civil Society at The Graduate Center of the City University of
New York (CUNY). She received her Ph.D. in history from the University of
Chicago, and was a post-doctoral Visiting Research Fellow at the Rockefeller
Foundation and a historical consultant to the Ford Foundation.

Professor McCarthy’s books, edited volumes, and articles explore philanthropy
and civil society in local, national, and international contexts, and she has lectured
on these topics worldwide. She is currently working on a book on “Women, Power
and Money from the First Gilded Age to the Second.” McCarthy is a former
President of the ARNOVA; and served as Treasurer of ISTR, and as a member of
and participant at the first White House Conference on Philanthropy, in1999. She
currently serves on the board of the Center for Women’s History at the New York
Historical Society Museum and Library (NYC), and the Africa Centre on
Philanthropy and Social Investment at University of The Witwatersrand
(Johannesburg, South Africa).
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Florencia Roitstein

Florencia Roitstein has been committed to sustainable development and
philanthropy for the last 25 years in various roles (professor, consultant,
researcher and manager) and in various institutions around the world. Born in
Argentina, fluent in English and French, she has also lived in the United States and
France and has worked in most of the Latin American and Caribbean countries.
She holds a Ph.D. from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS)
of Paris and a Masters degree from University of Buenos Aires. She is also the co-
founder and director of the Program ELLAS- Women and Philanthropy at the
Center for the Study of State and Society (CEDES) in Argentina. She is the co-author
of the book “La rebelién de lo cotidiano; mujeres generosas que cambian América
Latina” (2020). Florencia has published extensively in academic journals,
newspapers, including several opinion pieces at Alliance Magazine.

Prior to joining the University of San Andrés as a professor, Florencia has been
Under Secretary of State for Sustainable Development in Argentina. Before going
back to Argentine, she was a researcher at INSEAD Business School, and visiting
X froitstein@udesa.edu.ar Professor at ESSEC.




